
 

 

District Highlights 
Superintendent - Gina Potter, Ed.D. 

Week of August 14, 2020 
 

SUPERINTENDENT 
 
FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL:  August 17th - 21st 
Our district welcomed students to the new school year via a Distance Learning 
Academy on Monday, August 17th. In preparation for the first day of school for 
students our district held the following important events. 
 

● Virtual Parent & Student Orientation:  Tuesday, August 11th 
○ This presentation and slides are posted on our district website 
○ The presentation has been viewed on our district’s YouTube link over 

4,200 times 
○ English Version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12_a4P-hPrc 

  
○ Spanish Version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vev6dAUOkYE   

 
● Virtual Welcome Back Staff Event:  Wednesday, August 12th 

○ Approximately 600 employees participated 
○ Over 9,200 views of the presentation on our district’s YouTube link 

 
● Multiple Chromebook Distribution Events:  Week of August 14th 

○ By Friday, August 14th 1,731 Chromebooks were distributed to 
preschool-8th grade students 
 

● Optional Professional Development for All Teachers & Instructional Aids: 
August 10th - 11th 

○ Over 200 teachers were invited to participate in professional development 
to successfully launch our Distance Learning Academy 

○ Teacher technology leads and sci-phy teachers worked together to create 
and teach the professional development sessions 

○ https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w7qoCR5p7uEQBpwTIwWnJqI8-OW89hpEfvwH2PZvB3I/
edit?usp=sharing 
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● COVID-19 Prevention Safety Plan for Schools 
○ On the board agenda for the Governing Board Meeting on August 13th 
○ Posted on our district website on August 14th 
○ School COVID-19 Prevention Safety Plans will be posted on the school 

website the week of August 17th 
○ https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/741/COVID-19%20Prevention

%20Plan%20For%20District%20Schools%20-%20Board%208-13-20%20Revised.pdf 
 
WELCOME BACK MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT TO FAMILIES  
On Friday, August 14th the district sent out via email and social media the following 
welcome back message to families from Superintendent Dr. Gina Potter. 
 

● English 
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/4/Welcome%20Back%20Message%20
from%20the%20Superintendent%20to%20Families%202020-2021%20English.pdf 
 
  

● Spanish 
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/4/Welcome%20Back%20Message%20
from%20the%20Superintendent%20to%20Families%202020-2021%20-Spanish.pdf 

 
This letter details important information for families to help their child start school on 
August 17th successfully. 
 
VIRTUAL WELCOME BACK STAFF EVENT:  Wednesday, August 12th @ 8am 
On Wednesday, August 12th the district welcomed back almost 600 employees to the 
new school year at our Virtual Welcome Back Staff Event!  The welcome back event 
was presented by Board President Humberto Gurmilan, Board Clerk Rudy Lopez, Board 
Member Irene Lopez and Board Member Rosaleah Pallasigue, Superintendent Gina 
Potter, cabinet leaders, administrators, a VEBA trainer on staff health and wellness, and 
representatives from SDCOE and the district attorney’s office on restorative justice.  
 
Here is the program and presentation links for this very special event: 
 
WELCOME BACK STAFF EVENT PROGRAM WITH PRESENTATIONS:  
 
8am-11:15am:  All Staff  
Superintendent, Governing Board & Cabinet Welcome & Overview  
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/4/Virtual%20Welcome%20Back%20Staff%20Ev
ent%202020-2021%208-12-20.pdf  
 
Mental Health Wellness/Self Care Tips & Standing Yoga  
              (Presented by VEBA)  
 
COVID-19 Prevention Plan for Schools (Manuela Colom/Cynthia Gonzales) 
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/741/Virtual%20COVID%20-19%20Prevention%
20Plan%20for%20Schools%20Welcome%20Back%20Staff%20Event%202020-2021%208-12-20.pdf 
 
 
  
 
Restorative Justice Refresher (Marissa Bejarano/Anthony Ceja)  
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/4/CARE%20Resources%20SY.pdf 
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11:15am-Noon   Lunch Break 
 
Noon-1pm:  All Staff  (offices are closed) 
COVID Safety & PPE Training for Staff & Students (Human Resources) 
https://www.sysdschools.org/cms/lib/CA02206824/Centricity/Domain/741/COVID%20Safety%20Training%20Videos
%20and%20Step-By-Step%20Directions.pdf  
 
1-3pm: Certificated Staff & Classified Instructional Aides  
Second Step:  Social Emotional Curriculum (Principals Training Opening then Online Module) 
 
 
CHROMEBOOK DISTRIBUTION EVENTS:  Week of Aug 10th 
Our district held 4 Chromebook Distribution Events the week of August 10th for all 
preschool through 8th grade students.  On Monday and Tuesday they were held at 
Vista Del Mar Middle School from 9-11am and 2-5pm.  On Thursday and Friday they 
were held at Willow Elementary from 9-11am, 2-5pm (Thursday) and 2-7pm (Friday). 
By Friday, August 14th the district distributed 1,731 Chromebooks!  
 
The district anticipates receiving our final shipment of new Chromebooks by 
mid-September.  Once received our technology team will program each device and then 
establish dates for additional Chromebook distribution events. 
 
Our district sincerely thanks families who patiently waited in long car lines during these 
events.  Also we express gratitude to our Director of Technology Todd Lewis, our 
technology team members, MOTF colleagues and all staff who came out to help make 
these events successful. 
 

Photos of Chromebook Distribution Events:  
 

   
 

COVID 19-UPDATES, SCHOOLS REOPENING INFORMATION & RESOURCES  
 
*Distance Learning Technology Rules & Guidelines/Reglas y Pautas de la Tecnología 
del Aprendizaje a Distancia (Email sent on 8-11-20) 
https://www.sysdschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=1416&dataid=1840&FileName=Di
stance%20Learning%20Technology%20Rules%20and%20Guidelines.pdf  
 
State Superintendent Tony Thurmond Commends Students, Families, and 
Educators on Return to Learning and Outlines Ongoing Priorities (Dated 8-12-20) 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr20/yr20rel67.asp  
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SPECIAL VIRTUAL ZOOM BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Sept. 10th @ 5-8pm - 
Change of Location - Virtual Zoom Board Meeting 
On Thursday, September 10th from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. there will be a Special Board 
Meeting. This will be a Summer/Fall Board Workshop to cover various topics along with 
some actions items and presentations.  
 
 
 
SPECIAL VIRTUAL ZOOM BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Sept. 17th @ 3-5pm - 
Change of Location - Virtual Zoom Board Meeting 
On Thursday, September 17th from 3:00-5:00 p.m. there will be a Special Board 
Meeting. This will be a Summer/Fall Board Workshop to cover various topics.  
 
 
REGULAR VIRTUAL ZOOM BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Sept. 17th @ 5pm - 
Change of Location - Virtual Zoom Board Meeting 
On Thursday, September 17th beginning at 5:00 p.m. there will be a Regular Board 
Meeting. This governing board meeting will be held virtually in order to adhere to the 
social distancing regulations embedded within Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
Stay-At-Home Executive Order which is in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  
 
The email for public comment is:  publiccomment@sysdschools.org .  Board agendas 
will indicate the need for the public to submit their public comment via email at 
publiccomment@sysdschools.org.  There will be a 300 word limit to the public 
comments to align with our district’s 3 minute public comment board policy.  
 
BOARD RECOGNITION/DISTINGUISHED CHAMPION: MR. JASON PERRY 
Mr. Perry was born and raised in New Jersey and is best known for playing with the San 
Diego Chargers from 1999 to 2001. Even though he played for two other teams in the 
NFL he returned to live permanently in San Diego.  Mr. Perry saw the need of the 
community and which reminded him of his upbringing. Many people didn’t have access 
to food and his mother would give him snacks to give to his friends. The values his 
mother taught him about giving lives within him and is a reminder to do what he can, 
when he can.  

Mr. Perry first contacted Mr. Amezquita to deliver food to needy families within the 
Sunset area. Once Mr. Perry and his team recognized the need of the community, Mr. 
Amezquita reached out to Ms. Medina and directed the group to deliver to other areas 
within the community. After a few weeks of delivering food, the group selected a specific 
area near Willow Elementary that needed the most assistance with food. Mr. Perry and 
his team have distributed 100 bags of food every Friday at noon for the past 20 weeks. 
In his team are the next 3 recipients which are Denny Bhakta, Anil and Bharti Patel. 
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BOARD RECOGNITION/DISTINGUISHED CHAMPION: MR. DENNY BHAKTA 
Mr. Bhakta was born in India and his parents immigrated to the United States in 1985. 
 He moved to San Diego in the year 2000 for educational purposes and received an 
undergrad and graduate degree; he then pursued a career in hotel management. He 
founded the Manu Bhakta Foundation that is named after his late mother who passed in 
2014 due to pulmonary fibrosis. Through his foundation, he donated 10 bikes to two 6th 
grade students from each of our five elementary schools that were identified by their 
school Principals. The event was held at the District Office and was coordinated by Mr. 
Amezquita and Ms. Medina.  
 
BOARD RECOGNITION/DISTINGUISHED CHAMPIONS: MR. BHARTI PATEL & 
MS. ANIL PATEL 
Mr. Patel was born in Johannesburg, South Africa however he was raised in India. Mrs. 
Patel was born and raised in Rhodesia which is now known as Zimbabwe. They both 
have accompanied Mr. Bhakta and Mr. Perry at the food distribution and are members 
of the Manu Bhakta Foundation. Mr. and Mrs. Patel have also donated 6 kindle fire 
tablets to students from Sunset and Willow. They also donated over 1,600 bananas to 
distribute at Sunset’s food pantry on July 7th.  
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BOARD RECOGNITION/DISTINGUISHED CHAMPIONS: MR. RITO ARCIAGA 
Mr. Arciaga born and raised in San Diego is an Outreach Consultant for the Los 
Angeles Chargers. When Mr. Spanos, the Owner of the L.A. Chargers relocated the 
team to L.A., the outreach programs that currently ran in San Diego stayed in place. 
These programs consist of entertaining convalescent facilities; inviting former Charger 
players to provide motivational speeches to youth at many schools and Juvenile Hall. 
When the Chargers were located in San Diego, Mr. Arciaga helped coordinate events 
with the SYSD to participate in the Payless Shoe Giveaway and would invite our group 
of students to meet and greet football players after the game. We were able to connect 
with Mr. Arciaga because his daughter; Alana Arciaga-Laurino works for the SYSD. She 
is now a teacher at Sunset Elementary.  

During this pandemic Mr. Arciaga wanted to continue to work and feed the homeless; so 
focused on the community where his daughter works and was introduced to Mr. Rodrigo 
Amezquita; our Outreach Consultant at Sunset Elementary whom then invited Veronica 
Medina; Student and Family Services Manager to be part of this project.  Together they 
have been working with Mr. Arciaga and have secured food distributions from Dr. Lewis; 
the Outreach Program Director in San Diego to deliver to the most neediest families 
within San Ysidro including military families. He also connected Mr. Amezquita with 
Jason Perry.  

 

 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

 
ONLINE REGISTRATION 
Registration for the 2020-21 continues via a contactless process. This year preschool 
students are also enrolling via the online registration process.  
 
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Distance Learning training that included Google Classroom for teachers took place this 
week on Monday, August 10th and Tuesday, August 11th. The professional 
development was built and delivered by 5 of our district teachers: Liana Davis, Melissa 
Hasemyer, Sylvia Mayer, Katherine O’Callaghan, and Janell Wright. These trainings 
were organized by topic and skill level allowing teachers to select up to 6 different 
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trainings to support their professional learning as we prepared to launch our Distance 
Learning Academy.  
 
VIRTUAL PARENT & STUDENT DISTANCE LEARNING ACADEMY ORIENTATION 
On Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 9 am and 5 pm, a virtual parent and student orientation 
was provided to help launch our school year. The orientation allowed us to share 
information on the district's plan for instruction this school year, an overview of 
schedules and child nutrition services, as well as information on who to contact for 
support. This presentation will be posted in English and Spanish on the District 
YouTube Channel.  
 
Please click here to view the powerpoint presentation.  

● Presentation Slides in English: 
https://www.sysdschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=1416&dataid=1838&FileNa
me=Distance%20Learning%20%20Virtual%20Parent%20Orientation%20English.pdf 
 
 
  

● Presentation Slides in Spanish: 
https://www.sysdschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=1416&dataid=1839&FileNa
me=Distance%20Learning%20Orientation%20Meeting%20-%20Spanish.pdf 
 
 
 

  
● Video Presentation in English: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12_a4P-hPrc 

 
 
 
  

● Video Presentation in Spanish : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vev6dAUOkYE  
 

 
 

NEWS & COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

 
WILLOW FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Through our partnership with Feeding San Diego, the district was able to provide 2 bags 
of groceries each to 300 of our families on Monday August 10th at Willow Elementary. A 
big “Thank You” to our community partners; Casa Familiar, Lisa Cuestas and her team 
and Church 180 for volunteering and handing out grocery bags. Thank you to Board 
Clerk, Rudy Lopez, and our District and school staff who provided much needed help 
including Omar Calleros, Coordinator Full Service Community Schools and Veronica 
Medina, Manager of Family and Student Services. 
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INTERNET ACCESS FROM AT&T & COX COMMUNICATIONS/ACCESO A 
INTERNET DE AT&T Y COX COMMUNICATIONS 
(Emailed to parents on 8-13-20) 
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FREE COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION/INFORMACIÓN SOBRE PRUEBA 
GRATIS PARA COVID-19 
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